Booh Stcmcius, 


Atlas of Lke.ai. Medicine. By Dr. E. Von Hofmann, Professor of 
Legal Medicine and Director of the Medico-Legal Institute at 
Vienna. Authorized translation from the German. Edited by 
Frederick Peterson, M. D., Clinical Professor of Mental Diseases 
in the Woman’s Medical College, New York; Chief of Clinic, 
Nervous Department, College of Physicians and Surgeons, New 
York; assisted by Aloysius O. J. Kelly, M. D., Instructor in 
Physical diagnosis, University of Pennsylvania; Adjunct Pro¬ 
fessor of Pathology, Philadelphia Polyclinic; Visiting Physician 
to St. Mary’s and St. Agnes’ Hospitals: Pathologist to the Ger¬ 
man Hospital, Philadelphia. 56 plates in colors and 193 illustra¬ 
tions. Philadelphia: W. B. Saunders, 1898. Price, $3.50 net. 
This is a valuable addition to the editions in English of the well- 
known Lehmann’s Medical Hand Atlases. The author, the late Prof, 
von Hofmann, was eminently distinguished in his specialty, and his 
position of Director of the Medico-Legal Institute of Vienna put at 
his disposal an almost limitless material. The book reflects the oppor¬ 
tunity, as well as the skill, of its creator. The well-chosen subjects, 
which are taken directly from actual cases, illustrate the appearances 
and lesions which most frequently come to medico-legal inquiry. 
Among others, the illustrations bear upon the legal questions which 
may arise in connection with malformation ot the genital organs; 
with generation; with premature birth and the causes of death in 
infants: with fractures of the skull and brain injuries; with pistol-shot 
wounds: with death by hanging, drowning, poisoning, etc. Both the 
figures and colored plates arc accurately and artistically rendered. 
The explanatory text is ample, and has been translated into excellent 
English. Altogether, the atlas merits a cordial reception by all who 
are interested in inedico-lecal questions. Pearce Bailey. 

A Mani'al ok Lko.ai, Medicine. For the Use of Practitioners and 
Students of Medicine and Law. By Justin Herold, A.M.. M.D., 
formerly Coroner’s Physician of New York City and County, 
etc. J. B. Lippincott Company, Philadelphia, 1898. 

One of the largest gaps in the collection of facts with which the 
average physician’s mind is stored pertains to the subject matter of 
this volume. It is a deplorable fact that so few medical men have even 
the faintest ideas of the important questions of medical jurisprudence. 
The present volume is an excellent guide to make good some of the 
deficiencies. The book is divided in two parts. Part one deals with 
Toxicology, and nart two is devoted to Forensic Medicine. The princi¬ 
pal poisons, their effects and lesions, methods of treatment and 
methods of detecting the same in the dead body are carefully con¬ 
sidered. One of the best chapters is “On the Evidences of Death.” 
The medico-legal aspects of some of the recent poisoning cases are 
well presented. 

I11 Part two on Forensic medicine most every subject of import¬ 
ance to this branch of science is considered, in chapter XX. some 
excellent ideas relative to the making of medico-legal autopsies being 
presented. In chapter XXIV. a very good resume of our knowledge 
of the blood iti its medico-legal aspects is given, and excellent tables 
of the measurements of various bloods of various animals are pre¬ 
pared. The subject of wounds is exhaustively treated, and the discus¬ 
sion of death from suffocation, electricity, drowning, hanging, etc., 
carefully considered. 

The work closes with an appendix in which a number of illustrative 
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cases is given. Taking it all in all, the work is a very excellent one, 
well conceived and executed. Ely. 

NORMAI.K UNI) PATHOLOGISCHE ANATOM!!': DER NERVENZERLEN 
auf Grund der NEl'EREN Forschungen (Normal and 
Pathological Anatomy of the Nerve Cells, based on Recent In¬ 
vestigations). By A. Goldseheider and E. Flatau. Berlin. W. 
35. Verlag von Fischer’s Medicin. Buchhandlung, II. Kornfcld, 
1898. 

The authors state in their preface that their work is a critical 
digest. Our knowledge of the normal and pathological histology of 
the nerve cells is as yet very limited, and this knowledge has been 
obtained by widely separated investigators. The value of a digest, 
therefore, by men so well known as Goldseheider and Plateau, which 
presents these scattered results within the covers of one small volume, 
must be apparent to all. On account of the insufficiency of the find¬ 
ings, the abstracts of many papers are given without comment. A 
short chapter is devoted to the modern technique, and this is followed 
by five chapters containing most of what is at present known of the 
normal and pathological conditions of the nerve cells. Little is said 
regarding the so-called pigments of the cells and the finer structure of 
the nucleus. Many questions remain unanswered. We cannot de¬ 
cide from this digest, for example, whether the chromophilic bodies 
are artifacts or not, or whether fibrils exist within the nerve cells. 
The changes which occur in the nerve cells after division of the peri¬ 
pheral fibres are quite fully described, and many pages are devoted to 
the action of poisons on the cells. We tire not quite sure, however, 
that all neuropathologists are prepared to ascribe to the Nissl stain 
the importance accorded by Goldseheider and Flatau. Spiu.kr. 
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